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            From The Review of Austrian Economics Vol. 4 (1990): 26–54.

For the most part Ludwig von Mises's writings on society and social evolution have been ignored by the participants in the current revivals of both Austrian economics and classical liberal political philosophy. When his social theory has been addressed, Mises appears to his critics (Barry 1987, p. 59) as "a child of the Enlightenment wrongly deposited in the twentieth century." But this assessment is inaccurate for two reasons. First, Mises severely criticizes the social meliorism of the Enlightenment liberals and demonstrates that their position is inconsistent with one that assigns the central position to human reason in social evolution. Second, in developing his own uniquely rationalist position, Mises has much to say about matters of central importance to modern Austrians, libertarians, and classical liberals who are either critics or adherents of the "spontaneous order" and/or social evolutionist positions staked out by Hayek.

I limit myself here to a systematic exposition of Mises's thinking about society and social evolution. I make no attempt to critically analyze Mises's thought or to explicitly compare it to that of other social thinkers. However, I do employ certain well-known positions of Hayek's work as a foil to facilitate the elaboration of Mises's arguments and to demonstrate their contemporary relevance.


      



                
        CITE THIS ARTICLE

        
          
            Salerno, Joseph T., "Ludwig von Mises as Social Rationalist," Quarterly Journal of Austrian Economics 4 (1990): 26–54.


      
        

        

    

          
          
    


  
  
  
    
      
        image/svg+xml
        
      
    
  
  
    
	

	

	
		
			

		
			

		

	

	
		

		

	

	
		

		

	

	
		

		

	

	
		
			
				

			

		

	

	
		
			

		
			

			
				

			

		

	

	
		

		
			

			

		

		

	


  


  

      
    

    
  



  



                  

                  
                            
  
    
      
    
    
  
  
    
      
      
      

  


  




        
  
    Subscribe to   Review of Austrian Economics

      
    
  
  
  


  

  



    

            




  


  
      
      Latest Articles

    

    
      
      
    
    
  
  
    
      
      
      
  
  
        
          Biden's Inflation Narrative Dies as Price Growth Rises to a Seven-Month High

    

    
      
  04/10/2024


        •
    
  Mises Wire

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Ryan McMaken
                                  


    
        According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics' latest price inflation data, CPI inflation in March rose to a seven-month high, and price inflation hasn't proven nearly as transitory as the regime's...


    

  



  
  
        
          The Siren Song of Equality

    

    
      
  04/10/2024


        •
    
  Mises Wire

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Wanjiru Njoya
                                  


    
        The “racial equality” debates are characterized by evolving concepts and terminology in a constant search for better ways to express the ideals and values of the protagonists. The mantras of...


    

  



  
  
        
          Invasion Alert

    

    
      
  04/10/2024


        •
    
  Power & Market

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Llewellyn H. Rockwell Jr.
                                  


    
        Many Americans care about the dangers of mass immigration. Are they right to be concerned? In what follows, I’ll try to show that they are right. Immigration of elements hostile to American values...


    

  



  
  
        
          McConnell Cannot Stop the Non-Interventionist Tide

    

    
      
  04/10/2024


        •
    
  Power & Market

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Ron Paul
                                  


    
        Even Republican stalwarts like current Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell are starting to notice that something is shifting in the party. While McConnell announced recently that he would step down...


    

  



  
  
        
          Finklestein's Folly: How Not to Discredit One's Opponents

    

    
      
  04/10/2024


        •
    
  Mises Wire

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Lipton Matthews
                                  


    
        The ongoing Israeli-Palestine conflict continues to captivate podcasters and listeners. So, Lex Friedman tapped into this interest by assembling a panel of experts to debate the issue. However, his...


    

  




    

            




    

  



  
      
      Meet the Writer

    

    
      
      
    
    
  
  
    
      
      
      


      
      
  
  
            


          
[image: Joseph Salerno]



      



    

    
    
          Joseph T. Salerno

    

              
          Joseph Salerno is academic vice president of the Mises Institute, professor emeritus of economics at Pace University...


      

        



    
    
  
  
    
      
      
      
  
  
        
          South Royalton: Looking Back

    

    
      
  03/28/2024


                                                                                                                                                                              •
        Peter G. Klein
                        •
        Walter Block
                        •
        Jack High
                        •
        Randall G. Holcombe
                        •
        Murray Sabrin
                        •
        Joseph T. Salerno
                                  


    
      A discussion of the 1974 South Royalton Conference on Austrian Economics by those who attended. 

    

  



  
  
        
          Hyperinflation and the Destruction of Human Personality

    

    
      
  02/19/2024


                                                                                                                                                                              •
        Joseph T. Salerno
                                  


    
      Recorded in Tampa, Florida, on February 17, 2024.

    

  




    

            





    

            




    

  




                                  
              

    

            
    
  
  
      
    
  
    
              
            Support Liberty

      

                    


  
            The Mises Institute exists solely on voluntary contributions from readers like you. Support our students and faculty in their work for Austrian economics, freedom, and peace.


      



                    Donate today
          


          
        
            


          
[image: Group photo of Mises staff and fellows]


      

      

      


  


  


    
          
          
  
    
      
        Browse Library
      

              
        	
        Who is Ludwig von Mises?
              
	
        What is the Austrian School of Economics?
              
	
        Quarterly Journal of Austrian Economics
              
	
        Journal of Libertarian Studies
              
	
        Mises Wire
              
	
        Human Action Podcast
              
	
        The Misesian
              


    


          

    
      
        About the Mises Institute
      

              
              	
        Fellowship in Residence
              
	
        What is the Mises Institute?
              
	
        Driving Directions to the Institute
              
	
        Become a Member
              
	
        Mises Events
              
	
        Mises Bookstore
              
	
        Faculty & Staff
              
	
        Finances and Board
              
	
        Subscribe to Email Lists
              
	
        Support Mises
              
	
        Privacy Statement
              
	
        Contact Us
              


  


          

    
      
  
    Contact Us
  

  
    Mises Institute
    518 West Magnolia Avenue
    Auburn, Alabama 36832-4501
  

  
    Phone: 334.321.2100
  

  
    Fax: 334.321.2119
  

  Email Us
  Join our Mailing List
  
    
      

  
    Mises Facebook
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises X
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises Instagram
      
    
  
  
  


  

  
  
    Mises itunes
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises Youtube
      
    
  
  


  

  
  
    Mises RSS feed
      
    
  
  
  


  

  



  




    

    
      

  
    Tu ne cede malis, sed contra audentior ito
  

  
    Website powered by Mises Institute donors
  

  
    [image: Rated 4 stars in Charity Navigator]
  
  
    Mises Institute is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Contributions are tax-deductible to the full extent the law allows. Tax ID# 52-1263436
  




    

  





      
    
    
  




  


    
    


  