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            When scholars look for anticipations of classical liberal, Austrian, and libertarian ideas in early Chinese thought, attention usually focuses not on the Confucians, but on the Taoists, particularly on Laozi (Laotzu), reputed author of the Taoist classic Daodejing (Tao Te Ching). For example, David Boaz’s Libertarian Reader is subtitled “Classic and Contemporary Writings from Lao-tzu to Milton Friedman.” In Libertarianism: A Primer, Boaz identifies Laozi as the “first known libertarian.” No Confucian thinker makes an appearance in either work. Murray Rothbard likewise declares, in the first chapter of his History of Economic Thought: “The Taoists were the world’s first libertarians, who believed in virtually no interference by the state in economy or society, and the Confucians were middle-of-the-roaders on this critical issue”— coming from Rothbard, this characterization of Confucianism amounts to irrevocable damnation and consignment to outer darkness.
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        Since the conclusion of World War II, each biennial session of Congress has ushered in a staggering 4-6 million words of additional legislation. However, amidst this flood of legal text, the State's...
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        “One nice day in 1974 Europe woke up and heard that an army revolt was taking place in Portugal and that a large number of career officers turned out to be Marxists of all colors and stripes. We...
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        According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics' latest price inflation data, CPI inflation in February accelerated for the second month in a row, and price inflation hasn't proven nearly as transitory as...
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        The Free Enterprise Society at Oklahoma State University was kind enough to recently invite me to lecture on secession at the University on March 13, 2024. This talk is significantly different from...
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        The Fifth Amendment declares, “No person shall be . . . deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law.” Except by dogs. The Supreme Court declared in 1967, “Wherever a man may be...
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          Roderick T. Long is a senior fellow of the Mises Institute and a professor of philosophy at Auburn University. He runs...
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        An introduction to the 20th Volume of the Journal of Libertarian Studies by Robert T. Long.
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        2007 marks the 50th anniversary of the publication of Ayn Rand's Atlas Shrugged, a novel that has had an enormous impact on the libertarian movement. Atlas Shrugged offered a powerful and inspiring...
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