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            Over the span of one hundred and fifty years, dissatisfaction with one or more of the fundamental postulates of theoretical economics has given impetus to the development of new “theoretical” sciences. Depending upon one’s viewpoint, scientific socialism, sociology, institutional economics, and so on may represent several such attempts, or they may represent a single multifaceted effort. Whichever the case, the order of procedure in such undertakings is straightforward. The invention of a new theoretical social science can be accomplished by rejecting or otherwise vacating one of the basic postulates of theoretical economics.
A successful effort promises to ground a new science and reduce economics to the status of special case —with a single thrust. The following will outline such an attempt rather narrowly with respect to the methodology of “Durkheimian” sociology, proceeding thence to a discussion of the paralyzing influence it continues to wield in a discipline which has seldom bothered to question its theoretical foundations.
Volume 14, Number 1 (1999)


      



                
        CITE THIS ARTICLE

        
          
            Mackintosh, Kenneth H. "Sociological Theory in the Shadow of Durkheim's Revolt Against Economics." Journal of Libertarian Studies 14, No. 1 (1999): 103–123.


      
        

        

    

          All Rights Reserved ©

    

    
  



  



                  

                  
                            
  
    
      
    
    
  
  
    
      
      
      

  


  




        
  
    Subscribe to   Journal of Libertarian Studies

      
    
  
  
  


  

  



    

            




  


  
      
      Latest Articles

    

    
      
      
    
    
  
  
    
      
      
      
  
  
        
          Biden's Inflation Narrative Dies as Price Growth Rises to a Seven-Month High

    

    
      
  04/10/2024


        •
    
  Mises Wire

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Ryan McMaken
                                  


    
        According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics' latest price inflation data, CPI inflation in March rose to a seven-month high, and price inflation hasn't proven nearly as transitory as the regime's...


    

  



  
  
        
          The Siren Song of Equality

    

    
      
  04/10/2024


        •
    
  Mises Wire

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Wanjiru Njoya
                                  


    
        The “racial equality” debates are characterized by evolving concepts and terminology in a constant search for better ways to express the ideals and values of the protagonists. The mantras of...


    

  



  
  
        
          Invasion Alert

    

    
      
  04/10/2024


        •
    
  Power & Market

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Llewellyn H. Rockwell Jr.
                                  


    
        Many Americans care about the dangers of mass immigration. Are they right to be concerned? In what follows, I’ll try to show that they are right. Immigration of elements hostile to American values...


    

  



  
  
        
          McConnell Cannot Stop the Non-Interventionist Tide

    

    
      
  04/10/2024


        •
    
  Power & Market

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Ron Paul
                                  


    
        Even Republican stalwarts like current Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell are starting to notice that something is shifting in the party. While McConnell announced recently that he would step down...


    

  



  
  
        
          Finklestein's Folly: How Not to Discredit One's Opponents

    

    
      
  04/10/2024


        •
    
  Mises Wire

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Lipton Matthews
                                  


    
        The ongoing Israeli-Palestine conflict continues to captivate podcasters and listeners. So, Lex Friedman tapped into this interest by assembling a panel of experts to debate the issue. However, his...


    

  




    

            




    

  



  
      
      Meet the Writer

    

    
      
      
    
    
  
  
    
      
      
      


    
    
          Kenneth H. Mackintosh

    

            



    
    
  
  
    
      
      
      
  
  
        
          Individualism in Modern Thought: From Adam Smith to Hayek, by Lorenzo Infantino

    

    
      
  07/30/2014


        •
    
  Quarterly Journal of Austrian Economics

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Kenneth H. Mackintosh
                                  


    
        Volume 2, No. 1 (Spring 1999) Professor Infantino has applied his considerable skills to the task of freeing the social sciences from the deforming constraints of methodological collectivism. Relying...


    

  



  
  
        
          Sociological Theory in the Shadow of Durkheim's Revolt Against Economics

    

    
      
  07/30/2014


        •
    
  Journal of Libertarian Studies

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Kenneth H. Mackintosh
                                  


    
        Over the span of one hundred and fifty years, dissatisfaction with one or more of the fundamental postulates of theoretical economics has given impetus to the development of new “theoretical” sciences...


    

  




    

            





    

            




    

  




                                  
              

    

            
    
  
  
      
    
  
    
              
            Support Liberty

      

                    


  
            The Mises Institute exists solely on voluntary contributions from readers like you. Support our students and faculty in their work for Austrian economics, freedom, and peace.


      



                    Donate today
          


          
        
            


          
[image: Group photo of Mises staff and fellows]


      

      

      


  


  


    
          
          
  
    
      
        Browse Library
      

              
        	
        Who is Ludwig von Mises?
              
	
        What is the Austrian School of Economics?
              
	
        Quarterly Journal of Austrian Economics
              
	
        Journal of Libertarian Studies
              
	
        Mises Wire
              
	
        Human Action Podcast
              
	
        The Misesian
              


    


          

    
      
        About the Mises Institute
      

              
              	
        Fellowship in Residence
              
	
        What is the Mises Institute?
              
	
        Driving Directions to the Institute
              
	
        Become a Member
              
	
        Mises Events
              
	
        Mises Bookstore
              
	
        Faculty & Staff
              
	
        Finances and Board
              
	
        Subscribe to Email Lists
              
	
        Support Mises
              
	
        Privacy Statement
              
	
        Contact Us
              


  


          

    
      
  
    Contact Us
  

  
    Mises Institute
    518 West Magnolia Avenue
    Auburn, Alabama 36832-4501
  

  
    Phone: 334.321.2100
  

  
    Fax: 334.321.2119
  

  Email Us
  Join our Mailing List
  
    
      

  
    Mises Facebook
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises X
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises Instagram
      
    
  
  
  


  

  
  
    Mises itunes
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises Youtube
      
    
  
  


  

  
  
    Mises RSS feed
      
    
  
  
  


  

  



  




    

    
      

  
    Tu ne cede malis, sed contra audentior ito
  

  
    Website powered by Mises Institute donors
  

  
    [image: Rated 4 stars in Charity Navigator]
  
  
    Mises Institute is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Contributions are tax-deductible to the full extent the law allows. Tax ID# 52-1263436
  




    

  





      
    
    
  




  


    
    


  